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The Communists have taken some steps toward orgenizing a populer front in 
Thailand. The occasional inclusion of the Progressive Idealists* in Com 
munist discussion groups, and several statements calling for united action, 
indicate a desire by the Comnunists to use the front techniaue in Thailend, 


In what little contact they have had with the lower ranks of the Free Thai, 
the Comnunista apparently have mede en effort to be friendly. To date, 
however, this friendliness has not emervad as a definite line of action, 


_ principally because of the political apathy of most Thai, and because of 


the lack of genuine socialist Thai leaders. Leaders like Liang Chayakan** 
are strictly opportunists; thorefore, the Communists feel that they are 

so undependable and susceptible to bribery that an alliance with them 

would prove a liability. Since the Communists in Thailand are almost all 
Chinese, few Thai politicians feel that they can politically afford to ally 
thenselves with them. Avparently, the Communists have hed little success 
up to the present time in organizing a populer front. 


It appears that the Communist stratery in Thailand is to rive somo Thai 
coloration to the Communist Prrty movement. For this reason, they en= 
courage the Thai Communist Perty to function as a shadow organization. 
Although there are probably oa fer Thai Communists, it is doubtful whether 
any of the so-celled Thai Communist spokesmen, such as "adsundhon Chamon, 
are actually confirmed Marxists and/or Stelinists, or sctually belong to 
‘the Communist Party. 


The Communists are winning some sympathy among Thai teachers, students, ««» 


and writers. Gommunist influence in the Thei press ig considerable and 
is out of proportion to the actual number of Thai Communists, There 
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may be a few bona fide Thai Communists, but they probably do not function 
a8 a soparate party. There are some Thai, however, who are so sympathetic 
to the Communist cause as to be steady fellow travelers and they probably 
Will be useful to the Communists ,***+* 


* See 
*e See 
eek See 


nko SEM cornet Seo for a detailed study 
of the probable status of the Communist program in Thailend. 
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